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ike Jacques Cousteau and Robert Ballard, Sylvia Earle,s

fascination with the sea began when she was a child' \uhile

scuba diving for the first

t ime when she was 17

years old. She described

the experience as "life-

changing." Earle's love of

diving and her desire to

explore the underwater



\Uhile in college, Earle developed a special interest in ocean

plants. She began an in-depth study of every species of marine

plant found in the Gulf of Mexico-more than 20,000 samples in

all. Earle decided to focus on botany, because she believes that

understanding the plant life is the key to understanding a habitat'
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